Crystals of the title compound, C 16 H 12 N 2 O 4 , were obtained accidentally by the hydrothermal reaction of 5- [(1H-benzo [d] imidazol-1-yl)methyl]isophthalic acid with manganese chloride tetrahydrate in the presence of KOH as alkaline reagent for the deprotonation. A triclinic polymorph of this structure has been reported previously from a similar reaction [Cheng (2011) . Acta Cryst. E67, o3299]. The benzimidazole ring system is almost planar, with a maximum deviation from the mean plane of 0.020 (4) Å . The benzimidazole unit and benzene ring are inclined at a dihedral angle of 68.17 (4) , reflecting the axial rotation of the flexible benzimidazolyl arm. In the crystal, pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link adjacent molecules into inversion dimers. O-HÁ Á ÁN contacts connect these dimers into zigzag chains along [010] .
Related literature
For a triclinic polymorph of the title compound, see: Cheng (2011).
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). In the crystal structure O3-H5..O4 hydrogen bonds, Table 1 , link adjacent molecules into inversion dimers. O1-H4···N1 contacts connect these dimers into zig-zag chains in the 010 plane, Fig. 2 .
A reaction mixture comprising manganese chloride tetrahydrate (23.3 mg, 0.1 mmol), 5-((1H-benzo[d]imidazol-1-yl)methyl)isophthalic acid (29.6 mg, 0.1 mmol) and KOH (11.2 mg, 0.2 mmol) in 10 ml H 2 O was sealed in a 16 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel container and heated to 453 K for 3 days. After cooling to the room temperature, colorless block like crystals of the title compound were obtained.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms of the OH groups were found in difference Fourier maps and their coordinates were allowed to ride on those of the O atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (O). Other hydrogen atoms were included in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The crystal structure of the title compound showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
Computing details

